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SHORT TAKES 
 

DSA Reading 
Group 
Returns 
Boston DSA is 
pleased to be 
bringing back our 
reading group for 
the Summer. The 
first get together 

will be on Saturday, June 18, 10 am, at the 
Andala Coffee House, 286 Franklin Street, 
Cambridge (Central Sq.). Initial readings will 
include Towards Freedom: Democratic 
Socialist Theory and Practice by Joe 
Schwartz and Jason Schulman and other 
writings to be found at: 
http://dsaboston.org/reading_group 

Bikes Not Bombs 
 

For 26 years the Roxbury environmental 
group Bikes Not Bombs has sponsored youth 
leadership programs, international 
development projects, and a retail and 
vocational training center. On June 12 their 
annual Bike-A-Thon fundraiser starts and 
ends at the Green Roots Festival at the Stony 
Brook T Station in Jamaica Plain. Choose 
from 15, 25, and 65 mile rides; stay for the 
party afterwards. Register at: 
 www.bikesnotbombs.org, or 617-522-0222. 

 
—Mike Pattberg 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Awards: continued from p. 1  
Our honorees will receive awards named 

after Eugene Debs, Norman Thomas and 
Julius Bernstein, or A. Philip Randolph and 
Michael Harrington. All were democratic 
socialist leaders of the last century active in 
the labor, civil rights and peace movements 
of their time who embody the political values 
DSA seeks to carry on today. These awards 

have been given since 1977 to honor 
deserving activists and raise funds to support 
the work of the Boston local. Past awardees 
include international women’s rights 
advocate Dessima Williams, AFL-CIO 
President Robert Haynes, educator Deborah 
Meier and journalist Robert Kuttner. 
Admission is $35; Sponsorship begins at $75, 
which includes an open bar, hors d’oeurves, 

and a listing of your name or organization in 
the awards journal supplement that will be in 
the September Yankee Radical.  

All sorts of interesting people will be 
coming on June 11 to celebrate Matt and 
Rocio—insurgent janitors, labor organizers, 
muckraking journalists, MBA fans, and, 
hopefully,…You! 
 

     
 

I  wan t  to  jo in  Bos ton  DSA in  honor ing  Roc io  Sáenz  and  Mat t  Ta ibb i !  
[   ]  Please reserve   ____  tickets at $35 each for the June 11 reception 
(You may also choose to pay at the door. No more than 100 people will be admitted due to limited capacity.) 
 

Sponsorships: Please list me as a: 
[   ]  Friend at $75 (includes admission and listing in journal) 
[   ]  Supporter at $150 (includes two admissions and journal listing) 
[   ]  Patron at $225 (includes three admissions and journal listing) 
[   ]  Benefactor at $350 (includes four admissions and journal listing) 
[   ]  Grand Benefactor at $500 (includes six admissions and journal listing) 

 

[   ]  I really want to join you in honoring Rocio Sáenz and Matt Taibbi, but I just can’t afford $35! 
        Please reserve ____ tickets at the $15 low income/student rate. (No one will be turned away.) 
 
[   ] I’d like an ad greeting in the event journal of the September Yankee Radical to be seen by 1400 subscribers.  
[   ] 1/8 page (4¼×2¾)                                  $125                                [   ] ¼ page (4¼×5½)                            $250 
[   ] ½ page  (8½×5½)                                  $500                                [   ] full page (8½×11)                          $750 
 

Name:  

Address:  

City  State  Zip  

Phone  E-mail  
 
 

Yankee Radical 
 
P.O. Box 51356 
Boston, MA 02205 
Phone: 617-354-5078 
e-mail: 
 
yankeeradical@dsaboston.org 
 

 
Web: http://dsaboston.org 
Editor: M. Pattberg 

Ad copy can also be emailed to 
yankeeradical@dsaboston.org. 

Tentative deadline for ads is Aug. 19. 
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On May 4 Mass Alliance Director Georgia Hollister Isman made some introductory remarks at the Progressive Legislators Breakfast in 
Boston, a portion of which is excerpted below. Her comments refer to the April 26 Massachusetts House vote to strip municipal employees of 
most of their collective bargaining rights 
 

Progressive politics is fundamentally about 
optimism. We aspire to a better 
Commonwealth. And not only that, we 
believe it is possible to create such a place.  

But I have been doing this job since the 
Bush years, and I think that sense of 
optimism has never been more threatened 
than it is today. . . 

At Mass Alliance, we continue to 
believe it is possible to protect the rights of 
workers and have great schools, it is possible 
to protect immigrants and have safe streets 
and a thriving economy, it is possible to 
protect reproductive rights and make quality 
healthcare more affordable to everyone. 
Conservatives try—and have always tried—
to instill in us the cynical belief that we must 
trade these things off against each other. 

So my heart hurt last week to watch so 
many legislators walk away from their long 
standing, progressive commitments to 
collective bargaining. And to do so thinking 
that they had to help their local towns. That is 
a false choice. And I think, a failure of the 

kind of optimism that is necessary to move 
progressive politics forward. We all want a 
Commonwealth of cities and towns that 
provide the kind of services their residents 
need. And we, in this room at least, also want 
a Commonwealth where workers can have a 
collective voice in decisions about their 
wages, benefits, and working conditions. We 
should not—and do not—have to choose 
between those two. 

Because there are real solutions. 
Progressive solutions. Practical solutions. 
Many of us will be at the State House 
tomorrow for a hearing on An Act to Invest in 
Our Communities, sponsored by Rep. O’Day 
and Senator Chang-Diaz. This bill would raise 
1.37 billion so that we can invest in the kind 
of things we all want as a Commonwealth. 
That is certainly one such solution. 

I have interviewed scores of candidates 
in my 5 years at Mass Alliance. With the 
exception of a few rogue libertarians, almost 
everyone wants government to do more to 
help individuals and communities achieve 

success. But only a few, the real progressives, 
are willing to draw those values to their 
natural and practical conclusion, and make a 
commitment to our shared responsibility to 
invest in those values through taxes. . . 

Some one asked me last week if we expect 
progressives to stand up for union rights and 
immigrants rights. The answer is YES! And 
environmental protection, and LGBT rights, 
and the rights of women, and strong public 
services for those who need them, and 
economic justice, and progressive taxation. 
But I tell you, I have seen people wage and 
win campaigns on these values. And living 
by them—all of them—in the legislature, as a 
guide when tough issues arise. And I have 
seen some real victories, not all the time, but 
enough to make a difference. 

The Mass Alliance coalition is based on 
that experience, that optimism, and the belief 
that we can advance these values together. 

 

 

 

 
On April 18 DSA joined in a Tax Day rally sponsored by US Uncut and MoveOn.org, ending with a march to the office of Senator Kerry. The 
resulting letter below was written by Executive Board member David Knuttunen  
 
Sen. Kerry: 
 
I was one of the participants in the 
MoveOn/USUncut rally in Boston on Pa-
triot’s Day. I appreciate your sending an aide 
to address us. I am sorry that the group was 
(in my opinion) unnecessarily rude to the 
aide; however, I do think the message the 
aide was asked to convey seriously underes-
timated the strength of feeling around the tax 
issue. 

Opposing further extension of the Bush 
tax cuts to the wealthy is a necessary but 
NOT sufficient position to constitute leader-
ship on this. Those tax cuts are and always 
were unconscionable, and never should have 
been granted, nor extended. They certainly 
must not be extended further. But deeper 
measures are needed. People are outraged by 
the rampant looting of this economy by the 
wealthy and powerful, instituted by their 
agents in the GOP, but permitted by 

altogether too much Democratic acquies-
cence. I am hearing the word “kleptocracy” 
more and more. Someone needs to take lea-
dership, and start saying: “No more!” In fact, 
“no more” is not strong enough. We need to 
be saying “give it back!” 

Ending the Bush tax cuts is only the 
starting point. We need to take other steps to 
introduce fairness back into what has become 
a regressive tax system. We need to stop 
favorable treatment of capital gains and divi-
dend income. There is no reason that un-
earned income should be taxed at a lower rate 
than hard-earned wages. We should be 
RAISING the top marginal tax rates, not 
lowering them. We need to close corporate 
tax loopholes and change the laws that permit 
corporations to produce and market goods 
and services in the United States while taking 
advantage of offshore tax havens to avoid tax 
liability. And we need to institute a financial 
transactions tax. I know none of these things 

will be easy. I suspect none of them can be 
done in the next year. But the more people 
see Senators and Congressmen fighting for 
these things, the more they may come to 
understand that justice is possible, and 
perhaps they will elect some more allies in 
2012. 

Again, I regret the rudeness and impa-
tience shown by some in the rally. But we 
need more than gestures in the Senate. There 
are plenty of villains there; we need some 
heroes, too. I hope you will take on a true 
leadership role in pressing in the Senate for 
tax and economic justice for the people of 
Massachusetts and the United States. 
 

Sincerely yours, 
David Knuttunen 
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Why Beacon Hill (continued from page 5) 
spending cuts that we have absorbed over the 
past decades and those we look towards in 
the next few years put these assets at risk. 

Furthermore, on the margin, the extra 
spending from tax cuts produces fewer jobs 
than the jobs lost due to cuts in state spend-
ing. This is because almost all of the money 
taken in taxes is spent in the state hiring 
people; e.g. teachers, social workers, fire 
fighters, but much of the money kept when 
taxes are cut is either saved or else is spent 

on out-of-state goods or services. Recent 
empirical studies have estimated that state 
spending creates jobs for under $40,000/job, 
a fraction of the cost of job creation through 
state tax cuts. 

The proposed “Act to Invest in Our 
Communities” will not undo the damage 
caused by 30 years of tax and spending cuts 
but it will at least ameliorate the harm to be 
done this year. And it will do so in a way that 
minimizes the economic cost of higher taxes 
during a recession. The proposed revenue 

increase will raise the total tax burden in the 
Commonwealth by 0.3%; and by raising 
almost all of it on households with an in-
come of over $200,000, minimizes any eco-
nomic dislocation. Indeed, we could see this 
as a small reversal of the Bush tax cuts be-
cause this proposal recaptures for the Com-
monwealth only 16% of those cuts enjoyed 
by those earning over $200,000. 

Thank you. 

 

Rebuttal (continued from p. 6) 
 
During the 1980s Seattle built a 

downtown bus tunnel where—following the 
example of Guadalajara in Mexico—it has 
since installed a light rail trunk line. Ottawa is 
planning to do the same with its busways in 
several years when it constructs a light rail 
subway through its downtown. Similarly, 

both legs of the “Silver Line” need to be 
reconfigured as rail lines and linked directly 
into the existing transit system, so they can 
reach their full potential as vital 
transportation links. Boston should stop 
trying to reinvent the wheel with a 
technology that has proven, at best, less than 
optimal in this city and build something that 
will actually meet our transportation needs in 

an efficient and cost-effective manner. 
 
John Kyper is a member of the 
Washington Street Corridor Coalition and 
DSA. He is also the Transportation Chair 
for the Massachusetts Chapter of the 
Sierra Club. 

 

 

 
 
 




